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TAGS: NA 

SUBJECT: CENSORSHIP OF USIA PRODUCTS IN KUWAIT 

REF: USIA 24108 CIRCULAR 

1 . THE KUWAIT MINISTRY OF INFORMATION REQUIRES FOREIGN 
EMBASSIES TO SUBMIT MEDIA PRODUCTS TO IT BEFORE DISTRIBUTION 
OF SHOWING, AND A KUWAIT LAW (DTD AUGUST 29, 1976) 

FORBIDS NEWSPAPERS AND PUBLISHING "AN ADVERTISEMENT OR 
A STATEMENT" FROM "A FOREIGN STATE" WITHOUT PRIOR MINISTRY 
APPROVAL. THUS, ALL USIA ITEMS GIVEN TO THE PRESS AND ALL 
ITEMS PROVIDED DIRECTLY TO THE PUBLIC ARE SUBJECT TO 
GOVERNMENT-IMPOSED PRIOR CENSORSHIP. IN PRACTICE, HOWEVER, 
THERE IS SOME DISTRIBUTION OR SHOWING OF USIA PRODUCTS WITHOUT 
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR CENSORSHIP BY KUWAITI AUTHORITIES. 

THESE INCLUDE FILM SHOWINGS FOR POST AUDIENCES OR IN 
EMBASSY OFFICER'S HOMES, AND VERY LIMITED DISTRIBUTION 
OF WIRELESS FILE COPIES, BOOKS OR OTHER ITEMS TO CERTAIN 
KEY GOVERNMENT, OIL, AND INDUSTRY OFFICIALS. 

2. WE REFRAIN FROM SUBMITTING FOR CENSORSHIP ITEMS WHICH WE 
KNOW FROM EXPERINCE OR PRIOR CONSULTATION WILL BE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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REJECTED BY THE CENSORS. THESE INCLUDE SUCH ITEMS AS 
STATEMENTS WHICH MIGHT BE SEEN AS DEROGATORY OF ARAB HEADS 
OF STATE (AN ATTACK BY SADAT ON QADAFI FROM THE WIRELESS 
FILE), REFERENCES TO THE "PERSIAN" GULF. DEROGATORY 
REFERENCES ABOUT PALESTINIANS, AND SOME REFERENCES TO ISRAEL 
OR TO PRODUCTS ON THE ARAB BOYCOTT LIST, SUCH AS FORD 
PRODUCTS OR COCA COLA. WE DO, HOWEVER. SUBMIT ITEMS ABOUT 
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WHICH WE ARE IN DOUBT, SOME OF WHICH ARE REJECTED BY THE CENSOR, 

SOME APPROVED AND SOME APPROVED WITH MINOR CHANGES. 

WE MAKE NO ATTEMPT AT EXTENSIVE EDITING OF USIA MATERIALS 
TO MAKE THEM COMPATIBLE WITH KUWAIT CENSORSHIP GUIDE- 
LINES. SINCE THE START OF 1977, WE HAVE HAD THREE WIRELESS 
FILE RELEASES AND TWO MOVIES REJECTED BY THE CENSORS. EACH 
OF THESE ITEMS DEALT WITH SOME FACET OF THE ARAB-ISRAELI 
CONFRONTATION. 

3. THE KUWAIT GOVERNMENT HAS EXERCISED NO CONTROL OVER OUR 
SELECTION PARTICIPANTS IN CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL 
EXCHANGES. GOK RECENTLY REQUIRED THAT ALL OFFERS OF FOREIGN 
STUDY SCHOLARSHIPS BE ROUTED THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. BUT THE USG MAKES NO SUCH OFFERINGS. 

SUTHERLAND 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CENSORSHIP 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 04-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977KUWAIT04998 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770321-0480 
Format: TEL 
From: KUWAIT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770998/aaaadelj.tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 0d36fb4d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1387387 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CENSORSHIP OF USIA PRODUCTS IN KUWAIT 
TAGS: SOPN, KU, USIA 
To: USIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0d36fb4d-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



